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What made you interested in Japan and Japanese civil

society?

First of all, I am interested in people different
from me. That makes Japan attractive, but also other
countries in general. Ever since I came here in 2001,
I wanted to come back. I detected something in this
society that is very intriguing to me. It is a combination
of effectiveness and being very punctual, but also the
ability to be introspective to keep calm. There is no better
place to look at it than the Japanese city. In the middle
of hustle and bustle of the city, trains and cars running
and people doing business, there is a shrine. You go
there, and then it is a totally different pace. Ever since |
encountered this, I have been intrigued. I think this is a
very interesting and fascinating combination. Because
of the ability to disconnect yourself from daily chores to
live on a different pace, you let your body, mind and soul
maybe, be on a different wavelength if you want. That is
fascinating, and in that sense, this is a unique society for
me. | know very well American society and more or less,
many European countries. I think your ability to integrate
in the world and be successful has to do with, amongst
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other things, this combination which I found very
intriguing. I am far from knowledgeable about Japanese
society, and I am not an expert. I think it’ll take several
years to understand this society and I have lifetime of
opportunity to try to explore. I’ll definitely back.

What do you think about Japanese civil society?
I will take with me several ideas I saw here and 1

was impressed with, and that I will suggest to people
in my country to adopt. One of them is the idea of a
concentration of organizations in the same building and
also the support services for them. I found this also in
Kyoto, such as municipal support system for NPOs. For
those who want to start NPOs or lack the facilities for
their organizations, the municipal center where NPOs can
find and get services is an attractive idea. It creates a link
and interaction between them. Then, it fosters cooperation
as opposed to competition because if it is a system of
sharing advice. So, this is one idea I was impressed with
and I would like to take with me.

The second idea is the idea of a radio station which
I saw in Kyoto. An NPO or civil society radio station
itself is nonprofit. It is the voice of civil society. They
give room for organizations to present themselves and
talk about their issues and problems. They also encourage
critical listening and media critiques. The media we are
exposed to everyday is run by the commercial sector, and
they have their interest. We should be critical of what
we hear and what we see on the media. A nonprofit or
civil society radio station which has no interest to sell
anything, except ideas but no products is an important
factor not just in the NPO sector itself but also in the
society. I would like to take this idea with me.

I also would like very much to explore the possibility

for joint research, collaborative and comparative research.
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I think both Israel and Japan are facing certain common
problems regarding NPOs. First of all is the issue of
government policy. The second is the question of the
role of NPOs in the era of aging society; what we do and
how the NPO sector relates to this issue. I was impressed
on high level of research here. I think there is also room
for looking for ideas and subjects for collaborative and

cooperative research.

What differences do you see in civil society between

Japan and Israel?
The history is very different. The way the sector was

developed is different in Israel and Japan. In Israel, the
sector has developed in the pre-state era. Those nonprofit
organizations were backbone of the social services for
the population. So, when the state came into existence,
they were there. The state just had to take those systems
and put another headline on the top of it to call it "public
sector," although not all of them became state services.
This is totally different development from the way the
sector has developed in Japan without such a strong base
in the service system.

The second difference is the role of religion, and how
it is involved in the third the sector. The third sector is a
way of expressing, not just religious but also sacramental
institutions, such as synagogues, churches, etc. Also the
third sector is a way for the religious people to express
themselves. They build institutions that serve themselves
but nobody else. They want to preserve their way of life.
This has a long tradition.

These are the major differences between the two
countries. But if you see other organizations, not the
ones providing social services, organizations of civil
society there are a lot of commonalities. For example,
small museums, cultural organizations, human rights
organizations, environmental organization, etc., these
would be very similar both in goals and structure. They
face the same issues, like not taking government's fund
or raising donations and volunteers. They are the regular
gamut of diverse organizations around the whole variety
of issues, which is typical in democratic societies. People
have different interests, different ideas and different goals.
They want to have freedom to organize around them.
There should be a legal right.

What are you currently researching?

[ am very interested to uncover the nonprofit sector

in Israel, because for me it’s like archaeology. It’s been
there all the time. It’s been very important in the lives of

the people, but nobody knows anything about it. So, it is
really the task of uncovering and tracking out where it
was. | see this one of my major goals in life. [ have been
doing this for the last 10-15 years. This is something that
I would like to continue. However, it’s not just showing
and putting out to the light, but I strongly believe in this
day and age, we need knowledge which is policy-relevant
that policy maker can use to make appropriate policy
regarding the sector. In the past, the sector had a lot of
glory. People saw this as a sector full of volunteers and
donations, only good people work there, etc. This is of
course not the case. What we need is policy that is based
on facts and research. I would like to continue to provide
data on the sector that will be policy-driven and will
inform politicians and policy makers.

Specifically, the study that I am engaged in now
which will be very important and will definitely create a
lot of interest among most policy makers is the study on
the foundations in Israel. The fact is that Israel is very
unique in many respects. It has a foundation sector, but
there are a lot of foreign foundations that are involved
in the country. So, they are registered elsewhere in
America, Canada, Britain, etc. They have no obligation
to discloseto Israeli people what they do and why they
do it. This is an issue that I would like to bring out and
to explore. Up until now, there was no problem, because
these foundations work more or less working hand in
hand with the government. So, the government found
another source of money and how could anybody object?
They built concert halls and supported universities.
That is good for everybody. But now, there are some
foundations that are involved in controversial issues,
which is also fine. But there is a question of to whom they
are accountable and to whom they have to disclose their
information. This is something I would like to work on
and explore. The study on this will come out probably in
September. Then I will write a book about that.

There was a lot of hope that after the Oslo agreement
in 1994, we will be able to achieve peace with the
neighbors. But unfortunately, that was not the case. We
hope that there will be another serious attempt to come
to an agreement. And if this would be the case, there will
be a major role for NGOs to play both local ones at both
sides of defense and also international ones. If this will be
the case, I’'m sure I will be interested in looking into some
possibilities of studying their roles since the 1990’s.
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